Microbiology



Syllabus

Course content: 

This is a class designed to give you an overview of the types of microorganisms (bacteria and viruses mainly) and what type of things we can use them for or learn from them. We will be talking about the biochemical processes that are common to all living things and how they apply to humans. The scientific method, experimental design, and lab report writing are a central theme throughout the course.

Activities: 

We will be doing many labs in which we will be growing and experimenting with bacteria in the lab. We never work with dangerous bacteria. We will always follow a very strict policy on the sterile procedures required to eliminate any chance spreading bacteria to places they should not be. 

Grading: 

Your grade will be determined by several different measures.

· Tests - These will test your knowledge of information primarily from the notes. These will make up 50% of your grade.

· Labs - These will be activities carried out in class. There will be lab practicals which will test your ability to carry out procedures. We will be placing a lot of emphasis on how to properly design, carry out and report on an experiment.  This will make up about 30% of your grade.

· Quizzes - These will usually be to make sure you are keeping up with your studies. These can be pop quizzes. These will make up maybe 10% of your grade.

· Homework - Most homework will be vocabulary or questions pertaining to the topic we are currently studying. There will not be any term paper required in this class. Homework will make up 10 - 15% of your grade.

Behavior and Rules

Most of the classroom rules pertain to safety in the lab.
1. No food or drink (bacteria love food)

2. No unauthorized access to the back room.

3. Don’t touch, smell, or taste anything you can’t identify.

4. Always wash your hands before you leave lab.

The rest are for my sanity.

1. Please, no talking when I, or anyone else, is talking.

2. Work within my system. This has to do with paperwork. Most of you have had me before and know how it works. We will review it on the first day.

3. Always bring your notebook to class. Your textbook should be left at home. If we need to use one, I have a classroom set. 

If you or your parents need to contact me at any time, feel free to let me know. I want to be there to answer your questions.


School Phone - 475-1600 extension 1050

Or, if you have a computer you can find almost everything pertaining to this course online at:

http://www.mreroh.com
