
Online Nervous System Activities Lab


(you will need to be working at your computer to do this lab. Go to my website. Click on Biology Handouts and Notes. Under Humans, you will see “brain lab”. It is the same as this paper. Click on the links to complete the activities. 

Identify the Suspect 

It is a well-known fact that people are not very good at giving an accurate description of someone to police. This is because the brain has a hard time “memorizing” a face. We do much better by associating new people to ones we know already. Click on this link to see how well you do at recreating the face you will be shown. After you see the face, you will have to remember it like you would do if you were giving a description to a police sketch artist. For each feature, there are 3 different possibilities. Record the number of features you get correct. Repeat the test with a new face. You should do better the second time because some of the features will look familiar now. 



	Trial #
	# of features you correctly identified

	1
	

	2
	


Reaction Time  

How quickly you can respond to a stimulus is called your reaction time. Think of your brain as a computer. Any computer has a certain processor speed. These computers are 1.7 Gigahertz. That means they can do 1.7 billion things per second. There is no way to get a number like that for your brain, but we can still compare your brain’s speed to other people. Try each of these reaction time experiments. They ask you to do a simple task as fast as physically possible and with accuracy. Do each of them twice, then record the score you get on each trial.

 Hit the Dot
Check Boxes
	Test
	1st Try
	2nd Try 

	Hit the Dot
	
	

	Check Boxes
	
	


Short Term Memory Test 

Your brain is like a computer in another way – Memory. Unlike a computer, you memory is FAR WORSE than even the most ancient computer. These computers have 256 MB of RAM. That means that they can hold 256 million pieces of information in their mind at any moment. We are lucky to be able to hold 10 pieces of info. That is the reason that most numbers (phone #, zip code, SS#) are shorter than 10 digits long. Use this test to see how much RAM your brain has. You will be shown 6 strings of letters. AFTER each has been displayed, write down all of the letters you remember. Don’t cheat by writing them while they are still on the screen. After you go through all 6 Trials, they will show you the correct answers to each trial. Record the # of letters you got right and the % correct. 

% correct =   # correct  X 100

# asked


Short Term Memory Test
	Trial #
	Total number
of Letters
in the Set
	Write all the numbers you remember.
	Total number
of Letters
you remembered
	% You
Remembered

	1
	2
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	2
	4
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	3
	6
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	4
	8
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	5
	10
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	6
	12
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