Respiratory Take Home Test
1.  List 3 functions of the respiratory system.

2.  Which orifice (hole) are we designed to breath through?

3. How does the trachea filter the dust in the air you breathe?

4.  What type of blood vessles surround the alveoli?

5.  When you swallow food or drink, does it flow over the vocal cords?

6. The diaphragm is made of which of the three types of muscle tissue?

7.  Name the structure responsible for filtering, moisturizing, and warming the air you breath.

8.  What percentage of the air you breath is made up of oxygen?

9.  Does it require energy to transport the oxygen from the alveoli to the blood?

10.  The blood that arrives in the lungs, from the body, has been depleted of what gas?

11.  How many cells separate the air filled center of an alveoli from the liquid of your blood?

12. How long can a human be deprived of oxygen before brain damage begins?

13.  Can you die from holding your breath? Why or why not?

14.  What controls your sense of needing to breathe (its not your lungs)?


a. name the organ


b. what substance is it able to detect the presence or absence of?

15. Carbon monoxide is a gas that is produced by poorly burning flames such as car engines and home furnaces. CO blocks the red blood cells ability to carry oxygen. The CO molecules attach to the RBCs where the oxygen should go and never release.

a. Based on how your body knows if you need to breath faster, why does CO cause you to die of suffocation without ever feeling out of breath or increase your respiration rate?

b. Why does removing a person from the source of the CO (the house) not reverse the problem?

16.  Explain why you can never extract all of the oxygen from the air you breath?

17.  Explain what you think is the purpose of:


a. a cough


b. a sneeze


c. a yawn 
